Law on the Committee on Relations among the Communities 
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I. GENERAL PROVISIONS
Article 1


This law shall regulate the work of the Committee on Relations among the Communities, the manner, conditions and procedure for election of members of the Committee on Relations among the Communities (hereinafter: the Committee), the competences, the manner of work, the adoption of decisions and other issues related with the work of the Committee.

Article 2


The Committee shall established by the Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia (hereinafter: the Assembly) 60 days after the constitution of the Assembly at the latest.

Article 3

(1) The Assembly shall elect and dismiss the members of the Committee, on proposal of the Committee on Election and Appointment Issues,
(2) The Committee shall be consisted of 19 members from the ranks of the Members of Parliament in the Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia. 

(3)  The Committee shall have seven Members of Parliament who are Macedonians, seven Members of Parliament who are Albanians, and one Member of Parliament Turk, one Member of Parliament Vlach, one Member of Parliament Roma, one Member of Parliament Serb, and one Member of Parliament Bosniak.
(4)  When proposing the election of members of the Committee from the Members of Parliament who are Macedonians, Members of Parliament who are Albanians, Turks, Vlachs, Roma, Serbs and Bosniaks, the Committee on Election and Appointment Issues shall respect the criteria of adequate and proportional representation with regard to the number of Members of Parliament from the respective political parties compared to the overall number of Members of Parliament from the respective community.
(5) A member of the Committee of shall be dismissed if he/she submits a resignation, or on a proposal of the political party that recommended him/her when elected as Member of Parliament.
(6) The election of a member of the Committee in the case of resignation or dismissal shall be made within 30 days from the day of the resignation or dismissal according to this law.
Article 4


If some of the communities mentioned in Article 3 (3) of this Law do not have elected Members of Parliament in the Assembly, the Ombudsman shall consult the relevant representatives of these communities, and after receiving their opinion the Ombudsman shall propose to the Assembly the other members of the Committee from the relevant community.

Article 5
(1) Upon the submitting the list of candidates for Members of Parliament, the candidate for Members of Parliament shall submit to the State Election Commission a statement on the belonging to a certain community.

(2) Upon the establishing of the Committee, the statement given upon the submitting of the list of candidates for Members of Parliament to the State Election Commission shall be considered relevant.

Article 6
Every year the Committee shall elect a Chairperson and Deputy Chairperson from the members of the Committee, on the principal of rotation.

II. MANNER OF WORK OF THE COMMITTEE

Article 7

In order to execute the work in its competence stipulated with the Constitution and this Law, the Committee shall work at meetings.
Article 8

(1) The Chairperson of the Committee shall convene and chair the Committee meetings.

(2) The date, place and hour of the holding of the meeting, as well as the draft agenda for the Committee meeting, shall be proposed by the Chairperson of the Committee.

(3) In case of absence or prevention of the Chairperson of the Committee, he/she shall be replaced by the Deputy Chairperson of the Committee.

(4) The meeting of the Committee shall be convened in accordance with the determined draft agenda.
(5) The Committee can proceed to work if two thirds of the overall members are present at the meeting.

(6) The Chairperson of the Committee shall also convene the meeting if at least one third of the members of the Committee propose that. They shall deliver the material on the issue they propose to be placed on the agenda of the meeting.

III. COMPETENCES OF THE COMMITTEE

Article 9

The Committee shall consider issues regarding the relations among the communities in the Republic of Macedonia, and especially:
· Monitor the securing of the right stipulated with the Constitution and the law of the members of the communities which are not majority in the Republic of Macedonia;

· Consider issues in principal from the field of the relations among the communities and the implementation of the laws, other regulations and the general acts which regulate the relations among the communities;
· Point to the need for adoption of laws and other regulations and general acts which regulate the relations among the communities;
· Monitor the realization of the right for use of the language and alphabet of the communities which are not majority in the Republic of Macedonia, stipulated with the Constitution and the law;

· The realization of the right for education on the language of the communities which are not majority in the Republic of Macedonia, stipulated with the Constitution and the law;
· The realization of the right of expressing the identity and characteristics of the communities which are not majority in the Republic of Macedonia in the field of culture, information, publishing and other areas, stipulated with the Constitution and the law;
· The implementation of the principle of appropriate and equitable representation of the citizens of every community in the bodies of the state authority and the other public institutions on every level.
Article 10

(1) The Committee shall consider issues regarding the relations among the communities in the Republic of Macedonia, giver proposals and opinions on resolving issues regarding the relations among the communities in the Republic of Macedonia, and submit the proposals and opinions to the Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia. 

(2) The Committee shall adopt decisions on the manner of making decisions upon adoption of laws in the Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia  in the cases of dispute regarding the implementation of the voting procedure which refer to and especially concern:

· culture

· use of the languages

· education

· personal documents

· use of the symbols

(3) The Committee shall adopt the decision on the issues referred to in Paragraph (2) of this Article with majority votes from the total number of members.
(4) The Assembly shall be obliged to review the opinions and proposals of the Committee from Paragraph (1) of this Article and to decide upon them.

(5) The Assembly shall conduct the voting procedure in accordance with the decision of the Committee on the issues referred to in Paragraph (2) of this Article. 

Article 11

(1)  When adopting or amending the Law on Local Self-Government, the Assembly shall decide by a two-thirds majority vote of the total number of Members of the Assembly, which has to include majority vote of the total number of Members of the Assembly belonging to the communities that are not majority in the Republic of Macedonia.
(2) When adopting or amending the Law on the Coat of Arms of the Republic of Macedonia, the Law on the Flag of the Republic of Macedonia and the Law on the Anthem of the Republic of Macedonia, the Assembly, shall decide by a two-thirds majority vote of the total number of Members of the Assembly, which has to include majority vote of the total number of Members of the Assembly belonging to the communities that are not majority in the Republic of Macedonia.
(3) The Assembly shall decide by a two-thirds majority vote of the total number of Members of the Assembly, which has to include majority vote of the total number of Members of the Assembly belonging to the communities that are not majority in the Republic of Macedonia only when the following existing laws are adopted or amended: the Law on Territorial Organization of the Local Self-Governance in the Republic of Macedonia, the Law on Financing the Units of Local Self-Government, the Law on Public Utility Taxes, the Law on Property Taxes, the Law on Craftsmen and Artisans, the Law on Designation of the Names of Streets, Bridges and other Infrastructural facilities, the Law on the Police Academy, the Law on the Military Academy, the Law on Bar Exam, the Law on Traffic Safety, the Law on Identity Card, the Law on Passports of the Citizens of the Republic of Macedonia, the Law on Records and Archives, the Law on Consumer Protection, the Law on Publishing of the Laws and other Regulations and Acts in the “Official Gazette of the Republic of Macedonia “, the Law on Broadcasting, the Law on State Awards, the Law on University Education, the Law on Secondary Education, the Law on Establishing the State University in Tetovo, the Law on the Bureau on Development of Education, the Law on the Academy for Training of Judges and Public Prosecutors, the Law on Educational Inspection, the Law on Culture, the Law on Museums, the Law on Libraries, the Law on Memorial Monuments and Plaques, the Law on Protection of the Cultural Heritage, the Law on Public Holidays in the Republic of Macedonia, the Law on Scientific and Research Work,  the Law on Use of the Flags of the Communities in the Republic of Macedonia, the Law on Census of the Population, Households and Apartments of the Republic of Macedonia, the Election Code referring to the local elections in the Republic of Macedonia, the Law on the City of Skopje, the Law on Professional Education and Training, the Law on the Film Fund of the Republic of Macedonia, and the Law on the Ombudsman.

(4) The Assembly shall decide by a two-thirds majority vote of the total number of Members of the Assembly, which has to include majority vote of the total number of Members of the Assembly belonging to the communities that are not majority in the Republic of Macedonia on every future law which refers to the use of the languages, education, personal documents, culture and the use of the symbols.

The disputes regarding the application of this provision shall be resolved by the Committee. 

Article 12

(1) The Committee cannot decide on the implementation of the procedure for voting of the Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia for laws, for which the manner of adoption has been regulated, not for laws for amending laws for which the manner of adoption has already been regulated.

(2) The Committee cannot decide again or change the already adopted decision on issues for which it has already adopted a decision, unless there are new facts regarding Article 10, Paragraph 2 of this Law which have not been known at the time the previous decision has been adopted. 

(3) The Decision from Paragraph (2) of this Article shall be adopted by a majority votes from the total number of Members of the Committee.  

Article 13

The professional and other work for the needs of the Committee shall be performed by the Staff of the Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia. 

Article 14

(1) The meetings of the Committee shall be public.
(2) The Committee can decide to work without the presence of the public if this is proposed by the Chairperson, a Government representative or at least one third of the Committee Members. The Committee shall decide on the proposal without discussion and with majority of the votes from the total number of Members.

IV. TRANSITIONAL AND FINAL PROVISIONS
(1) With the entering into force of this Law, the Committee elected before this law has entered into force shall continue its work until the new Committee has been elected.
(2) During the election of the Committee from Paragraph (1) of this Article, in order to determine the belonging of the Members of Parliament to a certain community their statement given at the verification of the mandate of Member of Parliament shall be taken into account.

Article 16
With the entering into force of this Law, the Decision on Establishing the Committee on Relations among the Communities (Official Gazette of the Republic of Macedonia No. 85/2002) shall be null and void.

Article 17

This decision shall enter into force on the third day following its publication in the Official Gazette of the Republic of Macedonia. 
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